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Funding on PD Initiatives in In-depth Use of LMSs
and/or Handling Students with Diverse Backgrounds

® The fund received by LML was used in two projects:

® 1. Dr Rebecca Chen’s project

Developing a corpus-based online pronunciation learning platform for
English and Mandarin in international and diverse classrooms

® 2. Dr Shin Kataoka’s project

An online self-access Cantonese learning platform for local South Asian
students




About my project

® My project is an extension of my TDG project:

"An Online Self-access Cantonese learning platform for
Putonghua speakers”.

® Expected completion date: 31 August, 2016.




Contents of in this platform

® A course on Cantonese sounds and tones

® Quizzes and drills

® Dialogues using common vocabu
® Mini-dictionary, searchable from
® Audio files

ary

Putonghua and English



Why Cantonese? Why now?

® Full-fledged language spoken by 90% of the population
iIn Hong Kong

® Better communication with locals
® Advantage in future career
® Interesting research target

® ? Endangered language under the powerful influence of
Mandarin



Why South Asian students?

® Diverse background

® With/without basic proficiency in colloquial Cantonese
® Low literacy in written Chinese

® *ngo® dei ged uk’! kei¢” <=>""ngo® mun* dik' gaa’”
® English can be used as a medium

® The target users can be extended to any other English-speaking
learners



Rationale of my project
® 90% of the population speak Cantonese

® Online self-learning aids will be beneficial to non-local
students who study at EAUHK and will work in Hong
Kong.

® Upon completion, it can be used beyond the EAUHK
campus.




About the project leader

® Knowledge of Putonghua and English.

® Experience in Cantonese learning

® Experience in publishing Cantonese textbooks
® Research-informed teaching strategies

® Project team including a linguist who specializes in Cantonese



Foreigners speaking Cantonese:

What's so special about it?
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Things that have been done

We recruited student helpers and RAs to help us:
® |Identify some 6000 Cantonese entries
® Translate each entry into English

® Classify Cantonese entries based on situations and functions
® Write dialogues using basic vocabulary

® Write Course contents in English



Classification of Cantonese entries

® http://corpus.ied.edu.hk/DH-Cantonese/DH-Survey/DH-Survey-Signin-
StudentHelpers.php
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Samp

e of Cantonese entries

Zhongguo Hr|H

Zung'* gwok® H1[E]]

China

Zhongguorén H1[E A

Zung!e gwok? ¢ jan* 1[5 A

Chinese people

Zhonghua Hifg

e e
Zung' e waa* 1zE

Chinese

Zhonghuan H1 A

Zung' s waan®* 112

Central

zhongjian H1[H]

zung' * gaan! [

middle

zhongjiang 14

X
zung’ » zoeng” f11%

win the prize

zhonglei FIS

zung- ¢ leo1® fififH

npe

Zhonglianban H1IKk 7p

Zung' « lyun*+ baan®

Liaison Office of the Central

People's Government

. - - =
zhongliang i

cung” * loeng® & &

weight

zhongnian HAf

zung' « nin* 4

middle-aged

Zhongqitjié AKTY

Zung' e cau' e zit® JIFKE]]

Mid-Autumn Festival




Quizzes and Drills:
Based on contrastive research

® Putonghua (Mandarin) and Cantonese are both Chinese
dialects.

® They share a lot of etymologically-related vocabulary.

® Learning tips will be included in the course contents.



Comparison of Vowles

Putonghua Cantonese

¢ -ian | > ®.in
®.ao \: ®-aau
®-ou
® & &, mianbao (bread) °* min% bou®! orMmin® baau®?




Tone learning

Numerals denoting tones
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Sample of Course Content
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The 20 Initials of Cantonese

Cantonese 1nitials can be
categorized into 7 sets, according to
how the sounds are made.

While Jyutping & Hanyu Pinyin
are similar, some letters (such as 'h’ &
1) are pronounced differently. What's
more, there are some Cantonese
initials (such as /ng-/ & /gw- kw-/)
that are not found in Putonghua.
When we learn Cantonese, we need to
pay attention to these differences.



® Many of the contents are still in construction.

® We will try out best to complete this platform by August.
® Thank you for the funding!




